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Crime in Alabama 2008 represents a summary of the nature and extent of the crimes reported by local 
criminal justice agencies to the Alabama Criminal Justice Information Centerõs (ACJIC) Uniform Crime 
Reporting (UCR) program.  State law mandates that all crimes are reported from state, county and local 
law enforcement agencies, and the statistics presented in this report are compiled from these reports. 
   
Since the UCR program is designed to provide a snapshot of criminal activity in a specific geographical 
area rather than as a measure of a law enforcement agencyõs response to crime, it should not be used to 
evaluate or compare one agency with another. UCR is only one aspect of the activities and 
responsibilities of the law enforcement community, and the statistics presented herein are not intended 
to serve as the sole indicator of either the workload or effectiveness of the reporting agencies. 
 
Crime in Alabama is an annual publication of the ACJIC Statistical Analysis Center (SAC).  Requests 
for additional information may be directed to this office at the following address: 
 
····························································································································· ··················· 
 
Statistical Analysis Center 
Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center 
201 South Union Street, Suite 300 
Montgomery, Alabama  36130 
Phone - 334.517.2400 or 866.406.8022 
Fax - 334.517.2740 
 
····························································································································· ··················· 
 
This report may also be downloaded in its entirety at our web page on the Internet at 
http://acjic.alabama.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
This publication is funded in part through a grant from the Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 
Department of Justice.  Neither the U. S. Department of Justice nor any of its components control, are responsible for, or 
necessarily endorse, this publication (including, without limitation, its content). 
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Crime in Alabama 2008 is the thirty-third annual report published by the Alabama Criminal 
Justice Information Centerõs (ACJIC) Statistical Analysis Center (SAC).  This report 
concentrates on the more serious criminal acts, technically called Part I crimes, reported to the 
state Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program by the state's law enforcement agencies for 
calendar year 2008.  Also included is an overview of the less serious offenses (or Part II 
crimes) as well as statistics regarding arrests, recovered property and law enforcement 
employees.  We hope this report will provide a useful snapshot of crimes occurring in our 
state during 2008. 
 
We hope our efforts to continue to provide quality services to the criminal justice community 
and the public are helpful to you. ACJIC looks forward to our continued publication of Crime 
in Alabama and to future enhancements designed to improve public safety through the 
provision of accurate and timely criminal justice information.  This and other information may 
be found at www.acjic.alabama.gov.     

 
 
 

              
 
Maury Mitchell 
Director 
Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center 
 

Sincerely, 

http://www.acjic.alabama.gov/
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This report is dedicated to Alabama's law enforcement officers who protect and defend the 
citizens of this state. In particular, we would like to honor the memory of Alabamaõs peace 
officers who lost their lives in the line of duty in 2008. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29, 2008 
Officer Jim Fezatte 

Millbrook Police Department 
 
 
 

July 4, 2008 
Officer Kenneth (Greg) Surles 

Pell City Police Department 
 
 
 

October 3, 2008 
Officer Rodney Kelley 

Alabama Department of Corrections 
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The 2008 Crime in Alabama report is intended to inform law enforcement officials and 
private citizens of criminal and law enforcement activity in Alabama.  Since the UCR offense 
and arrest data are the basis of this report, it must be noted that other factors affecting crime 
are not measured by UCR, such as age, sex, and race of the population, economic conditions 
of the area, transient population, culture, education, climate, attitudes of the victims toward 
crime and police, and crime reporting practices of the citizens.  Therefore, it is difficult to 
draw conclusions or make valid comparisons between various jurisdictions by using only the 
crime and arrest data in this book.  The data in this book are used for analyzing crime 
problems inherent in the criminal justice system and as a foundation for planning and 
budgeting. Geographic areas covered in this report include the State of Alabama, county and 
city strata.   
 
We would like to extend our appreciation to law enforcement agencies ð sheriff's departments, 
municipal police departments, and campus police ð for their cooperation in the UCR 
program.
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
····························································································································· ······ 
 
In October of 1975, Act 872 passed both houses of the Alabama Legislature creating and 
establishing the Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center (ACJIC) which is 
commissioned to collect, store, retrieve, analyze, and disseminate criminal justice data. 
Inherent in ACJIC is a "uniform crime reporting system for the periodic collection and 
analysis of crimes reported to any and all criminal justice agencies within the state." (Act 872, 
Section 9, 1975) 
 
With the passage of this bill, mandatory reporting was required of law enforcement agencies in 
Alabama. Prior to 1976, law enforcement agencies participated in the FBI's Uniform Crime 
Reporting Program (UCR) on a voluntary basis. Since mandatory submission, there has been a 
185% increase in UCR reporting. 
 
Alabama's UCR program functions in accordance with the FBIõs standards of operation which 
specify a uniform data collection device and quality control procedures which provide viable 
crime statistics for accurate indication of crime and crime trends. 
 
ACJIC implemented an incident based reporting system as an alternative to UCR summary 
reporting in 1977.  This Incident Based Reporting (IBR) System also provides a self-contained 
internal record keeping system for the agency.  IBR is a voluntary system with 99% of 
Alabama's agencies participating.  This reporting program is more detailed providing greater 
potential for services, analyses, and resource studies by both the individual agency's crime 
analysis units and ACJIC. 
 
In 1986, ACJIC organized a 32-person UCR Committee to review the IBR report forms.  This 
committee was made up of law enforcement personnel from small, medium and large police 
departments and sheriff's departments, computerized agencies, the FBI, and the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics (BJS).  The committee reviewed and analyzed the ten year old forms and 
decided that enhancements were needed.  The IBR report forms were redesigned with input 
from Alabama's local agencies.  In 2006, these forms were re-designed to conform to the 
FBIõs Nation Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS).  The new forms become the official 
state forms in 2008. 
 
Alabama's law enforcement agencies are supplied with monthly reporting forms by ACJIC's 
Field Agents who are also made available to the reporting agencies to help answer any 
questions which may arise regarding forms, crime classifications, and clearance data. The Field 
Agents are also responsible for training law enforcement personnel and maintaining the 
quality of information for output to the criminal justice system.  Agencies may also request 
free software from ACJIC to record and report incident/offense and arrest activities. 
 
Alabama's law enforcement community can be proud of the progress made in the incident 
reporting program. Because of the support and dedication of our law enforcement Alabama is 
one of the states leading the way for a national IBR system. 
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CCrriimmee  aanndd  AArrrreesstt  DDaattaa  
····························································································································· ······ 
 
Valid crime data can provide a solid foundation for statistical analyses, management-oriented 
analyses and crime breakdowns. These analyses can then aid local police departments in laying 
out patrol districts, assigning patrol units, and designating community education programs. 
 
Data used in this report are provided by the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Division of the 
Alabama Criminal Justice Information Center (ACJIC).  ACJICõs data center houses the 
official state repository for reported arrests and offenses, and the UCR Division has the 
responsibility of collecting and disseminating crime data.  In 2008, approximately 350 agencies 
reported known offenses to Alabama's UCR; 99% of Alabama's law enforcement agencies 
submitted Incident Reports and 1% returned UCR Summaries. 
 
Through a mandate of Congress, Arson is counted as a Part I Offense.  So as not to distort 
crime trends in Total and Property Crime indices, Arson totals will not be included in these 
sections but will be included in a separate section following property crimes. 
 
Crime data are obtained from the Part I Index of Offenses submitted by law enforcement 
agencies to Alabama's UCR program. These Part I Offenses are divided into Violent Crime 
and Property Crimes.  
 
Violent Crimes include Homicide, Rape, Robbery, and Assault. These crimes are considered 
violent inasmuch as they are offenses perpetrated against a person(s) with a high risk or injury 
or death to the victim(s).  Property Crimes are comprised of Burglary, Larceny, Motor Vehicle 
Theft, and Arson*.  Property or Nonviolent Crimes lack the aspect of force and/or bodily 
harm to the victim(s). 
 
Clearance and arrest data are also reported to Alabama's UCR. A crime is considered cleared, 
either by arrest or by exceptional means, when enough evidence is found to charge a suspect 
and take him/her into custody.  It is conceivable that one arrest could clear several offenses or 
that several arrests could clear one offense.  The clearance rate is achieved by taking the 
number of clearances over the number of crimes reported:  
 

CLEARANCE RATE    =       REPORTED CRIME    _ 
         CLEARANCES 

 
This report is a composite picture of crime and law enforcement activity in Alabama for 2008. 
It provides a breakdown for the State and localities participating in the UCR program. The 
report concentrates on the Index Crime of the FBI's Part I Offenses and offers tabular and 
narrative formats for comparisons, trends, rates, and percent changes. 
 
 

 
 

 
 *A separate section on arson will be included in this report. 



 

2008 Crime in Alabama 3 

DDeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  TTeerrmmss  
····························································································································· ······ 
 

Term Definition  

Adult the UCR system defines adults as 18 years of age and over. 

Arrest a measure of law enforcement activity by which an individual is detained in 
legal custody. 

Arson willful or malicious burning with or without intent to defraud, includes 
attempts. 

Assault the unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of 
inflicting severe bodily injury, including attempts. Attempted homicide is 
listed as an aggravated assault. 

Burglary unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or theft. 

Central City a city with at least 50,000 residents. 

City Strata a breakdown of cities according to population. 

Clearance a measure of law enforcement activity which shows that a crime has been 
solved for a crime reporting purposes either by the arrest of a suspect or 
by exceptional means. Exceptional means provides a solution to a crime 
when there is enough evidence to place a formal charge against an 
offender, but some element beyond law enforcement control precludes an 
actual arrest. It is possible for one arrest to clear more than one offense. 

Clearance Rate the clearance rate is achieved by taking the number of clearances over the 
number of crimes reported. 

Crime Rate a measure of criminal activity which shows the number of crimes reported 
per 100,000 residents. 

Criminal Activity measured by reported crimes, trends, rates. 

Forcible Entry offenses in which force of any kind is used to unlawfully enter a structure 
for the purpose of committing a theft or felony. 

Hierarchy of 
Offenses 

whenever more than one offense is committed simultaneously, the most 
severe offense is reported to UCR. The exception is arson which is always 
reported along with the most serious offense. 

Homicide the willful killing of another as based on police investigation. 

Incident Based 
Reporting (IBR) 
System 

a voluntary crime reporting system developed by ACJIC as an alternative 
to the UCR Summary Program. 

Juveniles the UCR system defines juveniles as males and females 17 years of age and 
younger. 

Larceny unlawful taking or stealing of property or articles without the use of force, 
violence or fraud, i.e., pocket picking, purse snatching, shoplifting, theft 
from vending machines, etc. 

Law 
Enforcement 
Activity 

police activity as measured by clearances and arrests. 

Minimal Injury personal injury involving abrasions, minor lacerations requiring no more 
than usual first-aid treatment. 
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Motor Vehicles automobiles, trucks, buses, motorcycles, etc. 

Motor Vehicle 
Theft 

The unlawful taking or stealing of a motor vehicle, including attempts. 

Non-Residence any structure used for purposes other than a residence. 

Part I Index 
Crimes 

a category of UCR offenses deemed more serious and/or most frequent. 
The Part I Index Crimes include homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson. 

Part II Offenses a category of UCR offenses which include: 
Assaults (Simple):  non-aggravated assaults. 
Forgery and Counterfeiting - making, altering, uttering, or possessing 
with intent to defraud, anything false which is made to appear true, 
includes attempts. 
Fraud:  fraudulent conversion and obtaining money or property by false 
pretenses. 
Embezzlement: misappropriation or misapplication of money or 
property entrusted to one's care, custody, or control. 
Stolen Property:  buying, receiving, and possessing stolen property, 
includes attempts. 
Vandalism:  willful or malicious destruction, injury, disfigurement or 
defacement of property without the consent of the owner or person 
having custody or control. 
Weapons:  all violations of regulations or statutes controlling the carrying, 
using, possessing, furnishing and manufacturing of deadly weapons or 
silencers, includes attempts. 
Prostitution and Commercialized Vice:  sex offenses of a commercial 
nature. 
Sex Offenses (Other):  statutory rape, offenses against chastity, 
common decency, morals, etc. 
Narcotic Drug Laws:  offenses relating to narcotics, i.e., possession, sale, 
use, growing and manufacturing of narcotic drugs. 
Gambling:  promoting, permitting, or engaging in illegal gambling. 
Offenses Against the Family and Children:  non-support, neglect, 
desertion, or abuse of family and children. 
Driving Under the Influence:  driving or operating any motor vehicle or 
common carrier while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotics. 
Liquor Laws:  violations of state or local liquor laws. 
Drunkenness:  drunkenness or intoxication. 
Disorderly conduct:  breach of the peace. 
Vagrancy:  begging, loitering, etc. 
All other offenses:  all violations of state or local laws, except categories 
mentioned above, Part I Offenses, and traffic violations. Including, but 
not limited to bigamy, blackmail, bribery, contempt of court, 
discrimination, perjury, possession and/or sale of obscene material, 
quarantine violations, etc. 

Property Crimes (non-violent crimes) index crimes which lack the aspect of force and/or 
bodily harm to the victim(s). Included in this category are burglary, 
larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson. 
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Recovery finding stolen property. It should be noted that a recovered article does 
not clear a crime, although the owner is reunited with his property a crime 
was committed and a suspect must be taken into custody to clear the 
offense. 

Reported Crimes crimes reported to law enforcement officials.  Note: In this report, only those 
offenses which prove to be actual offenses are used. Those cases which have been deemed 
unfounded are excluded from the crime totals. 

Residence any dwelling structure used for human habitation. 

Robbery stealing or taking anything from the care, custody, or control of a person, 
in his presence, by force or by threat of force, including attempts. Robbery 
is broken down into seven categories: 
Highway:  robberies occurring on the streets, in alleys, outside of 
structures. 
Commercial House:  hotels, motels, lodging houses, etc. 
Gas or Service Stations:  sell gasoline and related products. 
Convenience Stores:  neighborhood stores which specialize in the sale of 
consumable items. 
Residence:  robberies occurring in a dwelling or on the premises. 
Banking Establishments - banks, savings & loan institutions, credit 
unions, etc. 
Miscellaneous:  churches, temples, schools, union halls, government 
buildings, public transit systems, etc. 

Serious Injury personal injury is considered serious if there are broken bones, internal 
injuries, or if stitches are required. 

Uniform Crime 
Reports 

standardized reporting forms used by law enforcement officials to report 
criminal activity within their jurisdiction. 

Uniform Crime 
Reporting 
System 

official state repository of the Uniform Crime Reports and Incident 
Reporting forms and provides for the collection and dissemination of 
crime data. 

Unlawful Entry involves no force and is achieved by use of an unlocked door or window. 
The element of trespass is essential. 

Urbanized Areas incorporated or unincorporated places of 2,500 or more inhabitants. 

Violent Crimes index crimes which are offenses perpetrated against a person (or persons) 
with a high risk of injury or death to the victim. Crimes included in this 
category are homicide, rape, robbery, and assault. 
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TToottaall  IInnddeexx  CCrriimmee  
····························································································································· ··············· 
 
Total Index Crime is comprised of the Part I Offenses: Homicide, Rape, Robbery, Assault, Burglary, 
Larceny, Motor Vehicle Theft, and Arson.* Both offense and arrest data are collected for Part I 
crime. 

 
 

Total Crime Trends - 2004-2008 
 

Year Total Crimes Clearance 
Clearance  

Rate 

2004 195,598 35,428 18% 

2005 188,550 34,934 19% 

2006 183,802 31,704 17% 

2007 194,610 35,939 19% 

2008 201,880 37,525 19% 

Average 192,888 35,106 18% 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
*In order to keep crime statistics meaningful, Arson data will not be included in Part I totals or Property Crime 
totals. A separate section on Arson is included in this report. 

Alabama Crime - 2008 Summary Offense Data 
 

Á There were 201,880 crimes reported in 2008, a 4% increase over 2007. 

Á The crime rate for the state was 4,330.4 per 100,000 inhabitants. 

Á On a daily average, there were 553 Part I offenses reported. 

Á The total property value stolen in 2008 was $250,195,952; 15% was recovered. 

Á There were 265 Law Enforcement Officers assaulted in 2008. On the average, less 
than one officer was assaulted per day in 2008. 66% received serious injuries and 
34% received minimal or no injuries. 
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SSttaattee  ooff  AA llaabbaammaa  CCrriimmee  TTrreennddss  22000044  ðð  22000088  
·························································································································  

Offenses Year Number of 
Offenses 

Percent Change Rate/100,000 
Population 

Percent Change 

Total 
 

2004 
 

195,598 
 

1% 
 

4,317.7 
 

0% 

 
 

2005 
 

188,550 
 

-4% 
 

4,136.9 
 

-4% 

 2006 183,802 -3% 3,996.5 -3% 

 
 

2007 
 

194,610 
 

6% 
 

4,205.2 
 

5% 

 
 

2008 201,880 
 

4% 
 

4,330.4 
 

3% 

Property 
 

2004 
 

176,497 
 

1% 
 

3,896.0 
 

0% 

 
 

2005 
 

169,064 
 

-4% 
 

3,709.3 
 

-5% 

 2006 164,810 -3% 3,583.6 -3% 

 
 

2007 
 

174,802 
 

6% 
 

3,777.2 
 

5% 

 
 

2008 181,434 
 

4% 
 

3,891.8 
 

3% 

Violent 
 

2004 
 

19,101 
 

3% 
 

421.6 
 

2% 

 
 

2005 
 

19,486 
 

2% 
 

427.5 
 

1% 

 2006 18,992 -3% 413.0 -3% 

 
 

2007 
 

19,808 
 

4% 
 

428.0 
 

4% 

 
 

2008 
 

20,446 
 

3% 
 

438.6 
 

3% 
 

Homicide  
 

2004 
 

282 
 

-5% 
 

6.2 
 

-6% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
331 

 
17% 

 
7.3 

 
17% 

 
 2006 353 7% 7.7 5% 
 
 

 
2007 391 

 
11% 8.5 

 
10% 

 
 

2008 342 
 

-13% 7.3 
 

-14% 
 

Rape* 
 

2004 
 

1,665 
 

7% 
 

70.7 
 

6% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
1,515 

 
-9% 

 
63.9 

 
-10% 

 
 2006 1,472 -3% 61.6 -4% 

 
 

 
2007 

 
1,408 

 
-4% 

 
58.5 

 
-5% 

 
 

2008 
 

1,524 
 

8% 
 

62.9 
 

8% 
 

Robbery 
 

2004 
 

5,819 
 

1% 
 

128.5 
 

0% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
6,151 

 
6% 

 
135.0 

 
5% 

 
 2006 6,564 7% 142.7 6% 
 

 
 

2007 
 

6,990 
 

6% 
 

151.0 
 

6% 

 
 

2008 
 

7,067 
 

1% 
 

151.6 
 

1% 
 

Assault 
 

2004 
 

11,335 
 

3% 
 

250.2 
 

3% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
11,489 

 
1% 

 
252.0 

 
1% 

 
 2006 10,603 -8% 230.5 -9% 
 
 

 
2007 

 
11,019 

 
 4% 

 
238.1 

 
3% 

 
 

2008 
 

11,513 
 

 5% 
 

247.0 
 

4% 
 

Burglary 
 

2004 
 

42,915 
 

4% 
 

947.3 
 

4% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
41,266 

 
-4% 

 
905.4 

 
-4% 

 
 2006 40,866 -1% 888.6 -2% 
 
 

 
2007 

 
43,114 

 
6% 

 
931.6 

 
5% 

 
 

2008 
 

47,698 
 

11% 
 

1023.1 
 

10% 
 

Larceny 
 

2004 
 

120,087 
 

0% 
 

2,650.8 
 

-1% 
 
 

 
2005 

 
115,223 

 
-4% 

 
2,528.0 

 
-5% 

 
 2006 110,678 -4% 2,406.6 -5% 

 
 

 
2007 

 
118,581 

 
7% 

 
2,562.3 

 
7% 

 
 

2008 
 

121,038 
 

2% 
 

2,596.3 
 

1% 
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MVT  
 

2004 
 

13,495 
 

-6% 
 

297.9 
 

-7% 

 
 

2005 
 

12,575 
 

-7% 
 

275.9 
 

-7% 

 2006 13,266 6% 288.5 5% 

 
 

2007 
 

13,107 
 

-1% 
 

283.2 
 

-2% 

 
 

2008 
 

12,698 
 

-3% 
 

272.4 
 

-4% 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Rape rates are based on female population. 
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Monthly Trend of Offenses 
2008 

 
Month Total Violent Property 

January 15,409 1,572 13,837 

February 13,158 1,336 11,822 

March 16,096 1,750 14,346 

April 16,949 1,685 15,264 

May 18,187 1,824 16,363 

June 17,433 1,795 15,638 

July 18,556 1,786 16,770 

August 18,370 1,794 16,576 

September 17,743 1,624 16,119 

October 18,676 1,984 16,692 

November 15,418 1,673 13,745 

December 15,885 1,623 14,262 

Total 201,880 20,446 181,434 
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CClleeaarraannccee  aanndd  AArrrreesstt  DDaattaa  
····························································································································· ······ 
 

 
                   Offenses and Clearances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Offense Clearance 

Clearance 
Rate 

Homicide 342 228 67% 

Rape 1,524 552 36% 

Robbery 7,067 2,252 32% 

Aggravated Assault 11,513 4,469 39% 

Burglary 47,698 5,134 11% 

Larceny Theft 121,038 22,743 19% 

Motor Vehicle Theft 12,698 2,147 17% 

Total 201,880 37,525 19% 

Violent 20,446 7,501 37% 

Property 181,434 30,024 17% 

 

*Does not include Arson arrests. 

Á There were 37,525 clearances in 2008, providing a clearance rate of 19%. 
 

Á A total of 33,201 persons were arrested for Part I offenses.* Part I arrests made up 14% 
of all arrests in Alabama in 2008. 

 

Á Juveniles made up 14% of the Part I arrests, males made up 67% of persons arrested for 
Part I offenses, 51% of those arrested for Part I offenses were black and 49% were white. 

 

Á A total of 198,881 people were arrested for Part II offenses; 5% of Part II arrests were 
juveniles. Males made up 75% of Part II arrests. Whites made up 56% and blacks, 44% of 
Part II arrests. 

 

Á A total of 18,346 people were arrested for narcotic drug violations. 9% were for sale and 
91% for possession. 94% were adult and 6% juvenile. 

 

Á There were 34,785 people arrested for alcohol violations: 47% were arrested for driving 
under the influence; 19% were arrested for liquor law violations; and 34% for public 
drunkenness. 97% of the alcohol arrests were adults and 3% were juveniles. 
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Total Part I Arrests by Age 

2008 
 

 
 
 

 
Age of Arrestee 

 

Offense 
 

<18 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25-29 
 

30-34 
 

35-39 
 

40-44 
 

45-49 
 

50-54 
 

55-59 
 

60-64 
 

>64 
 

Total 

 
Homicide 18 12 22 20 17 16 21 14 79 32 35 32 14 9 10 5 5 

 
361 

 
Rape 34 28 25 25 19 22 16 19 51 52 36 38 18 9 5 2 2 

 
401 

 
Robbery 382 216 200 176 149 96 84 81 335 171 127 94 66 39 16 1 2 

 
2,235 

 
Assault 357 182 209 178 208 167 199 132 683 497 399 339 272 181 111 55 58 

 
4,227 

 
Burglary 793 374 347 295 239 207 143 130 583 377 345 272 199 118 42 12 11 

 
4,487 

 
Larceny 2,897 1,269 1,210 1,018 834 853 704 680 2,776 2,006 1,765 1,603 1,293 812 363 153 103 

 
20,339 

 
MVT 149 51 76 36 35 50 51 34 169 121 129 105 81 38 17 6 3 

 
1,151 

 
Arson 31 4 5 5 12 5 2 5 15 10 14 12 13 7 5 2 1 

 
148 

 
 

Total 

 
 

4,661 

 
 

2,154 

 
 

2,113 

 
 

1,773 

 
 

1,534 

 
 

1,438 

 
 

1,243 

 
 

1,119 

 
 

4,691 

 
 

3,266 

 
 

2,850 

 
 

2,495 

 
 

1,956 

 
 

1213 

 
 

569 

 
 

236 

 
 

185 

 
 

33,349 
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PPrrooppeerrttyy  CCrriimmee  
····························································································································· ··············· 

 
Property Crime is comprised of Burglary, Larceny, Motor Vehicle Theft, and Arson.* These 
crimes are designated as non-violent crimes because they lack the aspect of force and/or 
bodily harm to the victim(s). 

 

 

 

 
Property Crime Trends 2004-2008 

 

Year Property Crimes Clearance 
Clearance 

Rate 

2004 176,497 27,941 16% 

2005 169,064 27,543 16% 

2006 164,810 24,674 15% 

2007 174,802 28,505 16% 

2008 181,434 30,024 17% 

Average 173,321 27,737 16% 

 

 
 

*Arson totals are not included in Property Crime totals. A separate section on Arson is included in this report. 

Property Crime Summary 2008 

 

Á In 2008 there were 181,434 property crimes reported. This is a 4% increase over 
2007.  Property crime makes up 90% of the total Index offenses. 

 

Á The property crime rate was 3,891.8 per 100,000 inhabitants. On the average 
there were 497.1 property crimes reported per day. 

 

Á A total of 30,024 property crimes were cleared in 2008 for a 17% clearance rate. 
 

Á In 2008, 25,977 people were arrested for property crimes: 85% were adults; 
53% were white; and 63% were males. 

 

Á Total property value stolen in 2008 was $250,195,952; 15% was recovered. 
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Value of Property Stolen and Recovered 
2008 

 
 
Type of Property Value Stolen Value Recovered Percent Recovered 

Currency $22,614,462 $742,508 3% 

Jewelry 21,262,803 1,137,821 5% 

Clothing, Furs 3,669,812 549,026 15% 

Locally Stolen Vehicles 79,412,985 27,715,979 35% 

Office Equipment 4,713,399 168,343 4% 

Electronics 28,471,171 1,079,449 4% 

Firearms 4,549,854 311,400 7% 

Household Goods 6,135,180 200,049 3% 

Consumable Goods 2,462,512 511,392 21% 

Livestock 362,517 11,238 3% 

Miscellaneous 76,541,257 4,435,198 6% 

Total $250,195,952 $36,862,403 15% 

 

 

 

 

 

$250,195,952

$36,862,403

Value of  Property Stolen and Recovered
2008

Stolen

Recovered
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Monthly Trend of Property Crime 
2008 

 

Month Burglary Larceny Auto Theft 

January 3,537 9,329 971 

February 2,823 8,132 867 

March 3,420 9,867 1,059 

April 3,961 10,221 1,082 

May 4,170 11,011 1,182 

June 3,952 10,513 1,173 

July 4,395 11,108 1,267 

August 4,477 10,868 1,231 

September 4,315 10,668 1,136 

October 4,595 11,062 1,035 

November 3,881 9,026 838 

December 4,172 9,233 857 

Total 47,698 121,038 12,698 
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VV iioolleenntt  CCrriimmee  
···························································································································  
 
Violent Crime is comprised of Homicide, Rape, Robbery, and Assault. These crimes are 
designated as Violent Crimes because they are offenses perpetrated against a person (or 
persons) with a high risk of injury or death to the victim. 

 

 

 
Violent Crime Trends 2004-2008 

 

Year Violent Crimes Clearance 
Clearance 

Rate 

2004 19,101 7,487 39% 

2005 19,486 7,391 38% 

2006 18,922 7,030 37% 

2007 19,808 7,434 38% 

2008 20,446 7,501 37% 

Average 19,553 7,369 38% 

 

Violent Crime Summary 2008 

 

Á There were 20,446 Violent Crimes reported in 2008, a 3% increase over 2007. 
Violent crime makes up 10% of the total Index offenses. 

 

Á The violent crime rate was 438.6 per 100,000 inhabitants. 
 

Á On the average, there were 56.0 violent crimes reported per day. 
 

Á There were 7,501 violent crimes cleared in 2008 for a 37% clearance rate. 
 

Á In 2008, 7,224 people were arrested for Violent Crimes: 89% were adults; 34% 
were white; and, 83% were male. 
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Monthly Trend of Violent Crime 
2008 

 

Month Homicide  Rape Robbery Assault 

January 33 105 581 853 

February 21 120 408 787 

March 35 138 571 1006 

April 35 138 525 987 

May 20 140 575 1089 

June 28 146 594 1027 

July 37 145 609 995 

August 34 120 586 1054 

September 27 136 500 961 

October 19 161 757 1047 

November 28 85 691 869 

December 25 90 670 838 

Total 
 

342 
 

1,524 
 

7,067 
 

11,513 
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  HHoommiicciiddee  
···························································································································  
 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter is the willful (non-negligent) killing of one human 
being by another. Not included in the count for this offense classification are deaths caused by 
negligence, suicide, accident, justifiable homicides which are the killings of felons by law 
enforcement officers in the line of duty or by private citizens; and attempts to murder or 
assaults to murder, which are scored as aggravated assaults. 

Á There were 342 homicides in Alabama in 2008 representing a 13% decrease 
from 2007. 

 

Á The homicide rate was 7.3 per 100,000 inhabitants, with an average of 1.0 
homicide per day. 228 homicides were cleared for a 67% clearance rate. 

 

Á There were 361 persons arrested for homicide: 5% were juveniles; 87% were 
males; and 31% were white. 

 

Á The age group with the greatest number of homicide victims was 20-28, 
comprising 26% of the homicide victims. 46% had black victims and black 
offenders; 15% had white victims and white offenders, 3% black victim and 
white offender, 6% white victim and black offender, and in 30%, the race of the 
offender was unknown. 

 

Á Handguns were used in 70% of all homicides, knives in 7%, hands, fists or feet 
in 5%, and other firearms, such as rifles and shotguns, in 6%. 

 

Á 21% of homicide victims were related to the offender, and 23% were 
acquainted with the offender. 16% of the victims were killed by strangers and in 
40% the relationship was unknown.  In 4% of all homicides the victim and 
offender were boyfriend/girlfriend, and 10% of all homicides were domestic in 
2008. 

 

Á 15% of the homicides were a result of an argument, 23% of the homicides 
occurred during the commission of a felony, and in 62% of the homicides the 
circumstances were unknown. 

 

Á 18% of all homicides occurred on a Sunday. 56% occurred at a residence while 
21% occurred on a highway, street or in an alley. 
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Homicide 2008 
Sex/Race of Victims and Offenders 

 
  

Offender 
 
 
Victim  

 
White 
Male 

 
Black 
Male 

 
Asian 
Male 

 
Indian 
Male 

 
White 
Female 

 
Black 

Female 

 
 

Unknown 

 
% By 
Victim 

 
White Male 28 18 

 
0 

 
0 4 0 22 21% 

 
Black Male 9 127 

 
0 0 0 4 54 57% 

 
Asian Male 

 
0 0 1 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 0 0% 

 
Indian Male 

 
0 0 

 
0 0 1 

 
0 0 0% 

 
Unknown  

 
0 3 

 
0 

 
0 1 

 
0 2 2% 

 
White Female  18 2 

 
0 

 
0 0 

 
0 12 9% 

 
Black Female  0 23 

 
0 

 
0 0 3 9 10% 

 
Asian Female 0 

 
0 0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 0% 

 
Indian Female 1 

 
0 

 
0 0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 0% 

 
Total 

 
  56 

 
 173 

 
   1 

 
   0 

 
   6 

 
   7 

 
  99  342 

 
% By Offender 16% 51% 0% 0% 2% 2% 29% 100% 

 

 

 
There were 28 juvenile homicide victims in 2008.  7 juvenile victims were children under the 
age of 5 years old. 

 

 

 
Homicide Trends 2004-2008 

 

Year Homicides Clearance 
Clearance 

Rate 

2004  282 157 56% 

2005 331 220 66% 

2006 353 232 66% 

2007 391 245 63% 

2008 342 228 67% 

Average  340  216 64% 
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RRaappee  
···························································································································  
 
Rape is the carnal knowledge of a female through force or the threat of force, includes 
attempts.*  

Á 1,524 rapes were reported in Alabama in 2008. This is an 8% increase over 
2007. 

 

Á The rape rate was 62.9 per 100,000 females. 
 

Á 552 rapes were cleared for a 36% clearance rate. 
 

Á On the average, there were 4 rapes reported per day in 2008. 
 

Á 401 males were arrested for rape with 8% being juveniles. White males made up 
50% of rape arrests. 28.3 is the average age of the rape offender with a range 
from 11 to 73 years. 

 

Á 21.9 is the average age of the rape victim with a range from 1 to 90 years. 57% 
of the rape victims in Alabama were white females; 38% were black females, 
and 5% were other or unknown. 32% of all rape victims were 13, 14, 15, and 
16-year-olds. 

 

Á In 73% of the rapes, the victim and offender knew or were related to each 
other; in 7% the victim and offender were strangers; and in 20% the 
relationship was unknown. 

 

Á 32% of the rapes involved a white victim and white offender; 11% a white 
victim and black offender; 31% a black victim and black offender; 2% a black 
victim and white offender.  In 24% the race of the offender was unknown or 
other. 

 

Á In 81% of the rapes, hand, fists and/or verbal threats were used to exert force 
upon a victim; guns were used in 6%, and knives in 3% of the rapes.  

 

Á 33% of the rapes occurred in the victim's residence; 16% in the offenderõs 
residence; 4% in the offenderõs vehicle; and 5% at the residence of a friend or 
relative of the victim or the offender. 21% of rapes occurred on a Saturday and 
17% on a Friday. 

 

Á 79% of victims reported no other injuries from the rape and 52% submitted to 
a medical exam. 
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2008 Rape Data - Victim/Offender by Race 

  
Offender 

 
 

Victim  

 
White 
Male 

 
Black 
Male 

 
Other 
Male 

 
 

Unknown 

 
Total By 
Victim 

 
White Female 491 163 10 210 

 
57% 

 
Black Female 21 470 0 85 38% 

 
Other Female 3 3 2 0 1% 

 
Unknown Female 0 6 0 60 4% 

 
Total by Offender 

 
 515 

 
 642 

 
  12 

 
 355 1,524 

 
% By Offender 

 
34% 

 
42% 

 
1% 

 
23% 

 
100% 

 

 

 

Relationship of Victim to Offender 
  

Relationship Number % of Total 
 
Relative 224 

 
15% 

 
Acquaintance    700 46% 
 
Stranger 109 7% 
 
Relationship Unknown 307 20% 
 
Girlfriend/Ex-girlfriend 184 12% 
 
Total 

 
1524 100% 
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Rape Trends 2004-2008 

 

Year Rapes Clearance 
Clearance 

Rate 

2004 1,665 707 42% 

2005 1,515 580 38% 

2006 1,472 551 37% 

2007 1,408 509 36% 

2008 1,524 552 36% 

Average 1,517  580 38% 

 

 

 

 

  




